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?l 12th Battalion 2502 Sergeant John Por conspicuous gallaniry, herolasn and devotion @¢.0. 12th Victoria
P AdLJE, Yfoods WHITILE. to duty on two occaslons, Battalion, Oross,
- on 9th April 1917 near ZQURSIZES Sgt, WHITTLRE &
= . wae in command of a platoon when the ene~y, under G,0.0.
5" cover of an intsnass barrage of artillery amoks 1st
™~ and bonbs, attacked the arall trsnch he wan Aust,

N holding. Owing to weight of numbers tha enamy Division.
S succoeded in entering ths trench and it was only
’ by Sgt. WHITTLE'S personally collecting all
&~ . " available men and charging the ensmy that the
° . vosition was regained. This esection of tranch
- had only beon captured the previoua night and
. #as in a cormanding vposition for the defancs of
BOURSIES, ' :
On 18th April 1917, when the e&nemy broks

through the left of our line to LASHICOURT, Sat. “
AHITTLE'S platoon had to rstreat to the sunken L S
road to the East of that village., Hers again - i
Sat, WHITTLRE'S own splendid example wams the ~ 4
means of keeping the man well in hand., After his NN SR
platoon was establishad in its new position, it " }
began to auffeér heavy casualties ard the ensny e
endeavoured to bring up a machins gzun to enfilsde
ths road. As the enemy machins gumnersa were
Tixing the pgun, Sgt. WHITTLE single-handed rushed
across the bullet ewept slope and attacked the
gun oraew with bomba, [e succeaded in kiliing
the whols cres and in bringing back ths rachine
gun to our position.



